   INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY

Spring 2014
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Course Number: SOC 221                                                Instructor: John Markert

     Texts:  1) Sociology by David Popenoe                              Office Hours: Mon and Wed



2)
Instructor’s Study Guide (on-line)                              9:15-11:00, 12:15-1:00;






                                                                     Tues 9:30-1:00                                                                                  

                        
                                                                  E-mail: 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              jmarkert@cumberland.edu  

COURSE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

This course is designed as a general survey of the nature of society and culture, including the foundations of personality and socialization, as well as other fundamental processes characteristic of group life.  The objective of this course is provide the student with the basic terminology used
 in sociology and to teach an appreciation of the relationships among social institutions and organizations, social structures, social pressures, and individual and group behavior.

EVALUATION PROCESS

There are two test series of quizzes. The first (Test Series A) is a series of three quizzes over key material.  Series A (cumulative Quiz 1-3) is worth 50% of your grade.  Each quiz in Series A averages 30-plus points for a combined total of 100 points.  The second (Test Series B) is a series of two weighted quizzes.  Series B is worth the balance 50% of your grade

Students who have not done well on one of the test series may elect to take a cumulative final over the quizzes in that series. For example, if you did no do well on the first test series (Series A) but did well on the second battery of quizzes (Series B), you can elect to take Test Series A over again—it will not necessarily contain the same questions.  The score on the retaken test series will replace that from the cumulative quizzes in that series.  Since this examination is to show mastery of the material, a lower score on the final would reduce your grade since it would indicate you do not know the material.     

The exact date of all quizzes will be announced one week in advance.  Students who are absent the day of any test are not allowed a make-up test without a legitimate, documented excuse.  Failure to take the test at the scheduled time without a legitimate reason will result in the test score being dropped 10% the first time it happens, 20% the second time, and so forth.  Unless there are unusual extenuating circumstances, such as a hospitalization, anyone who has not taken the test within five school days after missing it will not be allowed to make the test up; they will be required to take the cumulative final for that series during final exam week.  Numerical grades will be assigned all tests and can be interpreted as follows:  


A   93-100 

 B+ 87-89

C+ 77-79

D+  67-69            F    <60

A-  90-92         B   83-86

C   70-76

D    60-66


      B-  80-82

                                    
A study guide is available on-line. The study guide is specifically designed to follow the key points of the lecture and includes study questions for the tests and additional material to help clarify points raised in class.  Copy and bring the study guide to all classes (including attachments for topics under discussion), as we will often reference material in it.  All test questions come directly from this study guide.  Know the study guide, pass the test.  
ON-LINE WEDNESDAY CLASS INFORMATION

There will be NO on-line Wednesday classes until at least the first quiz has been completed.  After that point, more material will be available on-line that the student will be required to read in place of the class period on Wednesday.  Quizzes will normally be administered on Wednesday.  When the quiz takes place on a Monday, classes will be held on Wednesday.  

The on-line Wednesday “documents” can be accessed by clicking this course (SOC 221) on Canvas, as well as supporting course material: syllabus, university policies, study guide.  You are expected to read the material that is asterisked each week in the course development section of the syllabus.  This is your i-Wednesday course material: study question will be provided on Canvas.  This material is testable.  There are also some specific sections in the text that you are responsible for.  This material relates directly to the book topic though it is seldom discussed in class.  There are no study questions to accompany this material, but the material is testable.
The first 1-2 weeks will be the most difficult.  If any student is having difficulty accessing or navigating Canvas, please get in touch with me immediately.  Don’t wait until the first test to inform me of access/navigation issues.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

Role is taken at the beginning of class.  You are expected to be here.  Regardless of the reason for the absence, you are responsible not only for the assigned readings but for the class lecture and any supplemental material provided to the class and for any documents on-line.  

Students who are absent the day of any test are not allowed a make-up without a legitimate, documented excuse.  Students who have a legitimate reason for missing the test (emergency at home, CU extracurricular activity) must notify the instructor before (not after) the absence and arrange to take the test before their departure or immediately upon their return.  Failure to make appropriate arrangements will result in the test grade being reduced by 10% the first time (20% the second time) even if the reason for missing the test is legitimate.  Make-up tests must be taken within five class days of the initial test and will not be allowed after this period.

COURSE DEVELOPMENT

The “Book Readings” noted are those sections of the book that will not be discussed in class and constitutes testable i-Wednesday material.

Week 1,        Jan. 13

The Sociological View






Ch. 1: 1-10, 16-17, 20-21, 23-24







††Book Reading

· Suicide: 8-9

Week 2,        Jan. 20

Sociological research (start)

M: MLK Day


Chapter 2: 27-50

Week 3,        Jan. 27

Sociological research (finish) 





† Canvas Document—Content Analysis: “Sing-a-Song of Drug 





   Use-Abuse”





            Quiz A.1 

Social Inequality I 

Week 4,        Feb.  3      

Social stratification/social class





Chapter 9: 192-195, Table 9.3 (198), 199-201, 204-205

Week 5,        Feb. 10
      Social stratification/social class





† Canvas Document: Selected chapters from Class Matters




††Book Readings:

· Income and Wealth: 193-194

· Media Portrays of Social Class: 196-197

· Prestige: 195 + Table 9.3 (198)

· The Rich and the Superrich: 206-207

· Poverty: Invisible News: 220-221

· Perceptions of the Rich and Poor: 224-225

· The Causes of Poverty: 227-228

Week 6,        Feb. 17
    
Race Relations (start)





Chapter 11: 235-249





Quiz A.2

Social Inequality II

Week 7,        Feb. 24

Race relations (finish)





           † Canvas Document: “The Changing Face of Racial Discrimination: 

                                                       Hispanics as the Dominant Minority in the United States—A New                       

                                                       Application of Power-Threat Theory"  






††Book Readings:

· Images of Race in the Media: 239

· Responding to Racial Discrimination: 258-259

Week 8,        Mar.  3
     Sexism





Chapter 13: 291-307

 


     *Film clip: Dream Worlds III





†Canvas Document: “The Globalization of Sexual Harassment” 





   Pp. 133-143.





††Book Readings:

· Gender-Role Socialization: 298-300

· Adult Gender Roles: 300-301

· Sexism: 302-303

· Gender and Work: 303-305 + Table 13.2

Week  9,     Mar. 10
      Spring Break   
Week 10,   Mar. 17
      Ageism




Chapter 12: 263-275





† Canvas Document:  “The Fading Dream of Retirement:  Social and 

       

                         Financial Considerations Affecting the Retirement Decision.”






††Book Readings:

· Stages of Life: 264-266

· Ageism: 268-270

· Three theories of aging: Disengagement, Activity and

Continuity: 272-273





Quiz A.3
      Culture and Society    
 
  Week 11,    Mar. 24

Culture and Society






Chapter 3: 56-62, 65-69


 




††Book Readings:

· Sidebar: Symbols in Advertising, p. 59

††Canvas Document: None






Chapter 4: 79-84

††Book Readings:

· Roles and Self-Identity: 83-84

†† Canvas Document: None

   Week 12,    Mar.31           
Socialization and Social Interaction





 Chapter 5: 96-97, 99-101, 103-105; Chapter 6: 116-123, 127-136



††Book Readings:

· Human Biology and Socialization: 114-116

· Agents of Socialization: 127-132

· Socialization Through the Life Course: 132-134 

 

   

††Canvas document: “The George Lopez Show….”




Quiz B.1
The World We Live In
Week 13,     Apr.   7             Population and Ecology  




    Chapter 9: 446-455

                     

       ††Book Readings:

                                                  - Ecology and Environmental Sociology: 453-455

    †† Canvas Document: None.   





Week 14,      Apr. 14

Cities and Urbanization





  Chapter 20: 458-467, 478-479


     



  ††Book Readings

· The Origin and Growth of Cities: 458-460

· Urbanization After the Industrial Revolution: 460-463





    -     The Future of American Cities: 478-479
Week 15,      Apr. 21           
Quiz B.2 (Monday)




Grades (Wednesday)

Week 16,      Apr. 28

Review for Finals Quiz Material—Monday!

 Week 17,     May  5

Finals Week  





8  a. m. class: 9 on Monday, 5/5




11 a.m. class: 9 on Wednesday, 5/7
