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COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course introduces future teachers to language and literacy development and instruction in preschool through 3rd grade classrooms. Students learn the components and stages of literacy development from emergent literacy through reading fluency, and examine cognitive, linguistic, sociocultural and instructional influences on this process.  Students build a repertoire of culturally responsive teaching practices that address the five essential components of reading instruction identified by the National Reading Panel (2000) (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension). They learn to design engaging, literacy-rich classroom environments, conduct reading assessments, plan literacy lessons responsive to the Common Core Standards, and modify instruction for English language learners. 

Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate through writing, discussion and teaching that he or she:
a) Understand the social, cultural, cognitive, linguistic and instructional influences on language and literacy development in both home and school settings
b) Understand the theories, research and contemporary policies that inform literacy instruction in preschool and primary grade classrooms

c) Gain familiarity with the New Jersey Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards and the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy (K-3) 

d) Develop a repertoire of teaching practices that build foundational oral language and emergent literacy skills during the early childhood years
e) Develop a repertoire of teaching practices that address the five essential components of reading instruction identified by the National Reading Panel (2000) (phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension).
f) Plan literacy lessons that reflect current understanding of best practice and meet the literacy needs of diverse learners, including advanced and struggling readers and English language learners. 
g) Design culturally responsive classroom literacy environments that motivate independent and collaborative uses of reading and writing, and build home-school connections

h) Use appropriate forms of literacy assessment and analyze the instructional implications of assessment results

This course meets or contributes to meeting the following MSU Institutional Standards for Initial Teacher Certification:

2 (central), 3d (central); and, 1b, 3a, 3b, 4, 5, 7, 9, 11, 12a, 12b, 12c, 12d, 12e, 12f, 12g, 12h, 12i, 12j.

Course Requirements:

In this class you will be introduced to many new ideas, concepts and teaching practices related to literacy that will support your success as a future teacher. I will support your success throughout the semester, but a successful experience in this class will also require significant effort and organization on your part. 

First, please note: all cellular phones / electronic devices must be turned off during class. Internet surfing, texting, and emailing, etc. in class undermines classroom cohesiveness and is not acceptable.  An exception is made for the use of laptops to take class notes, provided students demonstrate consistently focused use of this technology (e.g. not web-surfing during class).
Student performance in the course will be evaluated based on the following:

1. Preparation and participation (20%): These are basic requirements of the course. Because the course format depends heavily on participation and student interaction (and because we only meet once a week), it is expected that you will attend every class meeting, arrive at class on time, and come prepared having done the course readings assigned for each topic. Please bring all assigned readings with you to class each week. More than one absence will affect your grade negatively. A pattern of lateness may also lead to a lowering of your grade.
In order to contribute effectively to class discussions and learn the material, it is essential that you read actively, taking notes on key terms and ideas as well as your own thoughts as you read. I will provide a list of terms and core questions to help guide your reading each week. Your written notes in response to these questions, in turn, will serve three purposes: 1) to support your class participation, and 2) to support your midterm review and preparation of assignments. 3) To support your successful preparation for Praxis. You are required to prepare these notes based on your reading each week.
I strongly encourage you to participate actively in whole class and small group discussion. This class will be a wonderful opportunity to overcome any shyness you may feel speaking in front of groups, since the material will be equally new and the learning curve will be steep for everyone.  Please know that I place great value on thoughtful questions and comments, rather than on “correctness”.  I will occasionally make use of the “Cold Call” procedure, in which I ask students selected at random to share their thoughts about the readings in class.  Be prepared for this possibility. 
IMPORTANT: Please exchange contact information and make arrangements with another member of class to share notes, handouts and other course information in the event of your absence. If there is content about which you remain unclear AFTER you have contacted a classmate, I am happy to provide assistance at that point. 

You are asked to regularly check your MSU email account, and you are also to make use of our class webspace on Blackboard (http://montclair.blackboard.com). A useful animated introductory tutorial is available here: http://oit.montclair.edu/documentation/camtasia/student_guide_bb_6.html
2. Midterm Exam and Phonics Quiz  (25%): There will be a 1-hour in-class midterm exam that will assess your understanding of content from the first half of the semester. The exam will combine multiple choice, short answer and essay questions. A midterm review guide will be provided in class. There will also be a quiz on course content related to Phonemic Awareness and Phonics. 
3. Literacy Assessment Report  (25%):  You will be asked to conduct a literacy-related interview/assessment with a kindergarten through 2nd grade child.  This assessment will require, first, that you learn about the child’s literacy attitudes, interests and practices both in and out of school. It will further require that you assess this child’s literacy skills (phonics and word identification, fluency, comprehension, vocabulary) using specific assessment procedures and describe what you learned from these assessments in an approximately 5-page report. 

4. Literacy Lesson Plan: (15%): Over the course of the semester, you will be taught how to prepare literacy-related lesson plans in response to the Common Core standards for student learning, drawing on the teaching practices discussed in your readings and in class. One of these plans will be formally assessed: an Interactive Read-aloud, to be developed as part of an Author Study with a small group of classmates. You will have the opportunity to prepare other lesson plans in class; these will be reviewed on a pass/not pass basis.
5. Final ELL assignment (15%): This final 4-5 page paper will involve analysis of the literacy needs and adapting instruction for an English Language Learner. Detailed guidelines for this final assignment will be given out in class towards the end of the semester.  
GRADING POLICY

When grading written assignments, I look for effort, information, and insight.  Effort and fulfilling requirements alone are not sufficient to guarantee an A grade.  To earn an A, a written assignment must reflect a level of scholarship and insight that makes it stand out as being exceptional.  I also look for the following:

completeness
are all portions of the assignment included?

examples
can I visualize what you're trying to describe?


thoughtfulness
what have you learned? 

editing
spelling, grammar, etc.

Ultimately, A-level work is work that is consistently accurate, thoughtful, thorough, well-presented, well-grounded in properly cited course readings, and demonstrates in-depth understanding of the terms, concepts and big ideas related to literacy development and instruction that we have covered in readings and in class.

WRITING POLICIES: READ CAREFULLY

All educators must be models of excellent literacy skills for their students. At this point in your education you are expected to have such skills. However, sometimes students are not careful in their writing and don’t review their own writing prior to submitting it. It is important, therefore, that you proofread all work very carefully or ask someone to proofread it for you. Please review the Student Handbook on-line for MSU writing standards. Also, please be aware that your grade on individual assignments will be adversely affected by grammar, word usage, spelling, organizational and typographical errors. If your work shows significant problems with writing, I may require you to seek writing help at the Literacy Enrichment Center or the Sprague Library Writing Center and to provide evidence that you have done so before I grade subsequent work. 

For your own protection, I urge you make hard copies of any work you hand in to me. 
I recognize that for some of our students at MSU, English is not the first language and English writing may still present some challenges. I fully recognize the value of the bilingual abilities such students will bring to their work as teachers. However, all future teachers will be held to equally high standards of English oral and written proficiency. We have many support services in place at MSU to assist you with academic English should this be a concern.

Writing resources: There are a number of resources available to you at the university to assist you in your writing assignments. Please consider accessing these resources for assistance with writing assignments: 

Policy on academic integrity:
According to the University Code of Conduct, section II. A. 9:  “Plagiarism is defined as using another person's words as if they were your own, and the unacknowledged incorporation of those words in one's own work for academic credit. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, submitting, as one's own a project, paper, report, test, program, design, or speech copied from, partially copied, or partially paraphrased work of another (whether the source is printed, under copyright in manuscript form or electronic media) without proper citation. Source citations must be given for works quoted or paraphrased. The above rules apply to any academic dishonesty, whether the work is graded or ungraded, group or individual, written or oral.”

Please familiarize yourself with this section of the University’s Code of Conduct for more detailed information:  http://www.montclair.edu/pages/deanstudents/regulations1.html.

Grading Policy

Grading will be on a traditional scale. 

A   = 93 -100                      C+  = 77-79


A-  = 90 - 92                       C    = 73-76

B+  = 87-89                        C-  = 70-72
B    = 83-86 
B-  =  80 – 82 
Required texts 

Available at the MSU bookstore: 

The following texts for this course are available at the MSU bookstore.

· Smith and Read (2008). Early Literacy Instruction. Boston: Pearson. (2nd edition)
· Bennett-Armistead, S., Duke, N.  & Moses (2005). Literacy and the Youngest Learner. New York: Scholastic.
· Beck, I. (2013). Making sense of phonics: The hows and whys. New York: Guilford Press.
Available online or on Blackboard:

· Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts 
(http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards/english-language-arts-standards)
· New Jersey Preschool Standards – 2013 draft, revised
In addition to the above, there will be a number of course readings available only on Blackboard.  I encourage you to purchase a small 3-ring binder to keep these readings organized, and to check Blackboard regularly. 
COURSE TOPICS AND REQUIRED READINGS

  

	Date
	Topics
	Be prepared to discuss the following readings
	Assignments due

	9/9   
	Course overview; Literacy issues in U.S, Literacy as Social and Cultural Practice, Common Core and Preschool Literacy Standards 
	(Bb)

All Children Read, Chapter 1, pp. 1-4 


	

	9/16  
	Essential components and stages of literacy development; National Reading Panel (NRP) Report & 5 pillars of literacy instruction; 

Emergent literacy foundations during the preschool years
	Smith & Read: Early Literacy Instruction

· Chapter 1 

Literacy & the Youngest Learner: 

· Chapters 1 & 2 (up to p. 39) 


	 Reading notes 1

	9/23  
	Literacy Foundations I: Language development; practices to build knowledge, oral vocabulary and listening comprehension; Interactive read alouds & high-quality children’s literature; 

Lesson planning 

	Literacy & the Youngest Learner:

· Chapters 3

· Chapter 4 (only pp. 63-66; pp. 77-85) 

Smith & Read: 

· Chapter 4: pp. 73-88
(Blackboard)

· McGee, L, & Schickedanz, J (2007). “Repeated  Interactive Read Alouds in Preschool and Kindergarten.” The Reading Teacher, pp. 742-750.
	Reading notes 2



	9/30
	Literacy Foundations II: Fostering print awareness & engagement around content; 

Functional print and literacy-rich classrooms;

Print referencing, shared reading & literacy-enriched dramatic play
	Literacy & the Youngest Learner:

· Review pp. 31-35 

· pp. 75-76

· Chapters 6 & 7 

· Charts for Children- Print Awareness Activities for Young Children, pp. 1-6


	Reading notes 3



	 10/7
	Literacy Foundations III: Phonological & Phonemic Awareness, Alphabet Knowledge and Emergent Writing in preK-Kindergarten;

Assessing emergent literacy
	Literacy & the Youngest Learner:

· Pp. 67-74 (Letter-sound knowledge)

· Chapters 5: Building Phonological Awareness
· Chapter 8: The Writing Center 


	Reading notes 4

Interactive Read Aloud 

Lesson Plan & Author

 Study: Poster session

	10/14  
	A framework for balanced literacy; Explicit instruction and Gradual Release of Responsibility Model;

Supporting language diversity;
Assessing literacy attitudes & interests
	Smith & Read, Chapter 2
Delpit, L. (2002). No Kinda Sense. From The Skin That We Speak. New York: The New Press, pp. 31-48.
	Reading Notes 5



	10/21 
	Introduction to Phonics: Basic terms and research base, instruction in phonemic awareness and letter-sound correspondences

Introduction to the Informal Reading Conference & Child Assessment Project


	Put Reading First, Chapter 1: Phonemic Awareness (National Institute for Literacy)

Making sense of phonics: pp. 14- top of 17; 28-29; bottom of p.39-middle p. 44; pp. 55-65

Smith & Read, p. 102 (bottom) – 105

Video Analysis of Sharmon Evans, 1st grade teacher – explicit skills instruction (www.learner.org: Library of Classroom Practices K-2)


	Reading notes 6



	10/28
	Phonics & word study (cont.): Blending, word-building, teaching spelling patterns, decodable texts

Assessing phonics and word identification skills


	Making Sense of Phonics, Chapters 6 & 7

Smith & Read, pp. 106-111; 114-117

	Reading notes 7

Phonemic Awareness Quiz

	11/4
	Phonics & word study (cont.); multisyllable words, sight words, introduction to reading fluency

	Smith & Read, pp. 119-123 (top) 

Making Sense of Phonics: pp. 104-118; Chapter 12 (Automaticity)

In class phonics activities: Video analysis; making words & creating word ladders
	Midterm Exam

 (Science of Reading, 

Emergent Literacy

Phonics Terms)



	11/11
	Differentiating instruction in small groups; leveled texts, practices to build fluency; scaffolding comprehension & vocabulary
	Put Reading First, Chapter 3: Fluency (National Institute for Literacy) (Bb)
Smith & Read:

· Chapter 6 (pp. 133-151)

· pp. 95-96
In-class fluency activities: Reader’s Theatre, Partner Reading, Fluency Assessment, Vocabulary-building and close reading of text
	Reading notes 8



	11/18
	Monitoried independent reading & literacy centers; assessing comprehension 


	Smith & Read, Chapter 7
	Reading notes 9



	11/25
	K-3 Writing Workshop
	Smith & Read, Chapter 8


	Child Assessment Report

Due

ADP Center - 1121



	12/2
	Supporting ELL students’ literacy with

linguistically responsive instruction

	· Lucas, T.,  Villegas, A. & Freedson, M. (2008). Linguistically Responsive Teacher Education. Journal of Teacher Education.  (Bb)

· Smiley & Salsberry parts 1 & II (Bb) (17)

Video analysis of Kindergarten, 1st and 2nd grade classrooms
	

	12/9
	Final class meeting: Supporting struggling readers; course wrap-up and final assignment support

	
	


*****Final ELL Analysis papers are to be submitted electronically by 4pm on December 16th.

Week 12/2: Supporting struggling readers scope/sequence: 

Meeting individual needs: Supporting ELLs and Struggling Readers
 a.     Supporting English Language Learners

     i.     ELL demographics, program types and social/cultural considerations

    ii.     Stages of second language acquisition: characteristics and                                    iii.     The role of native language support

       iv.     Sheltered English literacy instruction

        v.     Providing explicit instruction in academic language, comprehension and foundational skills

      vi.     The role of peer interactions and cooperative learning teaching strategies

 


b.     Supporting struggling readers


c.     Response to Intervention


d.     Supporting literacy in children with special needs in inclusion settings
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