HIS - 115

Prof. K. David Goss 
Fall, 2014
Tuesday, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
KOSC - 125

                                                              Syllabus

Course Objectives: 

The purpose of this course is to provide a general over view of American history for education majors in the light of recently established MCAS curriculum guidelines. For this reason it is not appropriate for those who desire an in-depth treatment of American history. Due to our time limitations the class will focus upon one text which will provide a cursory summary of the American experience from colonial times to the present. In-class discussions are encouraged. Attendance will be taken on a regular basis.
Student Skills Acquired:

Students taking this course should acquire a basic understanding of the history of the United States, and particularly how the present-day American society evolved from its beginnings in the 17th century.

Grades:

Students will be held responsible for all assigned readings, in-class lectures and the content of occasional audio-visual programs. Those that do not read the text, miss class, or do not take notes on films are taking a chance. 
A mid-term exam and a final exam for 80% and class participation and attendance will account for the remaining 20%. Class participation will be based upon involvement in class discussion and four non-graded, in-class quizzes.
Text:

 A Synopsis of American History, Neil R. McMillen, Ivan R. Dee Publishing,Chicago, Illinois. 1997.

Class Schedule:
1. Review of Syllabus, Ch. 1 and 2, McMillen “Beginnings and Britain’s North American Empire.” (September 2, 2014)
2.  Ch. 3 and 4, McMillen “A New Society and Toward Revolution” (Sept. 9)
3.  Ch. 5 and 6, McMillen “Independence Achieved and A Nation Emerges” (Sept. 16). 
4.  Ch. 7 and 8, McMillen  “Federalists, Republicans and the Jeffersonian Republic in a Threatening World” (Sept. 23)
5. Ch. 9 and 10, McMillen, “The Market Versus the Agrarian Republic and The Depression Decade: 1819 – 1828” (Sept. 30 ) 
6. Ch. 11 and 12, McMillen, “The Jacksonian Era and Romanticism, Reform, Slavery” (Oct. 7)
7. Mid-Term Exam (Oct. 14)

8. Ch. 13 and 14, McMillen, “Manifest Destiny, Sectional Conflict and A House Dividing” (Oct. 21)
9. Ch. 15 and 16, McMillen,  “The Civil War and Reconstructing the Union” (Oct. 28)

10.  Ch. 17 and 18, McMillen,  “The Triumph of American Industry and The Last West” (Nov. 4) NO CLASS – DAY OF PRAYER
11. Ch. 19 and 20, McMillen, “The Political Parade and The Ripening of Protest” (Nov. 11)
12. Ch. 21 and 22, McMillen, “Imperial America and The Progressive Era” (Nov.18)
13. Ch. 23 and 24, McMillen, “The Era of the First Overseas War and the Twenties” 
(Nov. 25)
14. Ch. 25 and 26, McMillen, “Depression, New Deal and the Reversal of 

Foreign Policy” (Dec. 2))
      15. Ch. 27 and 28, McMillen, “War for the World and the Perils of Peace” Review (Dec. 9)
16. Final Exam – Tuesday, December 16, 2014: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Accommodations Statement:
Students with disabilities who need academic accommodations are asked to speak with the instructor within the first two weeks of class. Students are also responsible for making sure that documentation of the disability is on file in the Academic Support Center. See: Ann Seavey, Jenks 412, x4746. Failure to register in time with the class instructor and the ASC may compromise our ability to provide the accommodation.
Academic Dishonesty Statement:
Academic dishonesty is regarded as a major violation of both the academic and spiritual principles of this community and may result in a failing grade or suspension. Academic dishonesty includes plagiarism, (see: Plagiarism in Student Handbook), cheating (whether in or out of the classroom), and abuse or misuse of library materials when such abuse or misuse can be related to course requirements.
Communication:
I encourage students to discuss their concerns with me after class. If a more in-depth discussion is needed, please do not hesitate to contact me via email at: david.goss@gordon.edu  or, call my campus extension: 4862

My office is located:  FROST-203.  
My office hours are: M-W-F from 10:30 to 12 noon and from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
