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“I think that a man at any moment of action is the living sum of his past…that man at the very moment at which he is doing something, he did that particular thing exactly in that way because of the hundred years before him that made him…because he is the sum of his ancestors and his condition, his times.”  (William Faulkner (1957)

Welcome to HIST 4355/5355, History of Arkansas!  I am glad that you have chosen to take this course, and I look forward to discussing and learning Arkansas history with you.  Please know that I have high expectations of myself as your instructor, as the one who bears the responsibility for helping you learn and think about the past. Likewise, I have high expectations of you.  More than just attending class and fulfilling assignments, you will be expected to listen carefully and critically to voices within the classroom and from the people whose histories we explore.  Furthermore, I have high expectations with regard to your reading and writing.  I insist that you read closely and write well and will be pleased to assist you in these tasks.  By maintaining high expectations of each other, I am confident that, working together, we will learn much about Arkansas and perhaps about ourselves.

Catalog Description
Focuses on selected topics central to Arkansas history, covering its political, social, cultural, geographic, and economic development from settlement to present.  Dual-listed in the UALR Graduate Catalog as HIST 5355.  Three credit hours.

Course Description and Format

Through brief lectures, books, articles, discussions, audiovisual materials, and archival sources, we will examine Arkansas from c. 1500 to the present.  I am particularly interested in asking a lot of questions and discussing answers with you, so a substantial portion of every class will be devoted to inquiries of texts and each other.  We will give special attention to several themes that resonate throughout the state’s history.  These themes include the evolution of “race” and the pervasive role of white supremacy; the production of wealth amid widespread poverty; factional politics that have defined state government; constructions of femininity and masculinity; elements of culture related to literature, music, and religion; and Arkansas’s place in the region and nation.
The schedule at the end of the syllabus outlines the (roughly) chronological path we will follow.  Please note that attendance is mandatory, and missing a class for any reason will adversely affect your participation grade.  Careful reading, thoughtful and coherent writing, and active participation in discussions will be necessary for success in this course.
Course Questions
· Why and how did...
· geography influence Arkansas’s history?

· various permutations of white supremacy shape Arkansas history?

· Arkansas’s economy evolve from subsistence agriculture?

· political factions form in Arkansas history?

· relationships between local, state, and federal governments evolve?

· debates over civil rights shape Arkansas history?

· How has Arkansas related to its region and nation?

· Does Arkansas have a unique, definable culture?  (And if so, to what extent has it shaped the state’s history and perceptions of the state?)
· Should we study state history?  (If yes, should it look like the state’s Social Studies Curriculum Framework?)
Required Reading


Books will be available on reserve in the library, or they may be purchased from the usual outlets. We will read these items in the order that they are listed, with the exception of A Documentary History of Arkansas, which will be read piecemeal throughout the semester.
· C. Fred Williams, S. Charles Bolton, Carl Moneyhon, and LeRoy T. Williams, eds., A Documentary History of Arkansas (ISBN 978-1557286345).

· Morris S. Arnold, The Rumble of a Distant Drum: The Quapaws and Old World Newcomers, 1673-1804 (ISBN 978-1557288394).

· Anne J. Bailey and Daniel E. Sutherland, eds., Civil War Arkansas: Beyond Battles and Leaders (ISBN 978-1557285652).

· Kenneth C. Barnes, Who Killed John Clayton?: Political Violence and the Emergence of the New South, 1861-1893 (ISBN 978-0822320722).
· John A. Kirk, Redefining the Color Line: Black Activism in Little Rock, Arkansas, 1940-1970 (ISBN 978-0813029238).

Assignments
· Read actively:  For this course to succeed, you must complete the required readings!  Reading will provide the means for us to “hear” people’s stories, and I have chosen books that will captivate your imaginations.  Reading actively will require you to engage authors and their subjects, asking questions of the texts and immersing yourself in the worlds they describe.
· Regularly attend class:  I expect you to be here!  We need you to be here!  How will we know what you think, if you’re not present?  Indeed, your absence may prevent a classmate from learning something new or looking at a matter in a different perspective.  Meanwhile, your participation grade depends in part on your attendance.  Nine or more absences, regardless of the circumstances, will reduce your final grade by one full letter (e.g., a B becomes a C).  Twelve or more absences, regardless of the circumstances, will result in automatic failure.

· Complete reading tests:  Three tests will gauge your reading of The Rumble of a Distant Drum (Wednesday, January 29), Who Killed John Clayton? (Wednesday, March 12), and Redefining the Color Line (Friday, April 18).  You can anticipate multiple choice and true/false questions.
· Complete reading quizzes: Six unannounced quizzes will assess your reading of A Documentary History of Arkansas. You should anticipate multiple-choice questions. Regardless of the circumstances, missed quizzes may not be made up, but I will drop your lowest quiz grade at the end of the semester.
· Complete writing assignments:

· Three document analyses will focus on primary sources in A Documentary History of Arkansas.  You will choose one document for each analysis.  Each analysis will be unique, but you should consider addressing several questions, such as (What is the document, and when was it created?  (Who was the author and the original audience?  What motives or biases might the author have had?  (What was the historical context for the production of this document?  In other words, what was going on such that the author said or wrote what s/he did?  (What might the document tell us (if anything) about this moment in U.S. history?
· Analysis 1 (275-300 words) must come from Chapters 1-2.  It is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before class on Wednesday, February 5.

· Analysis 2 (275-300 words) must come from Chapters 3-6.  It is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before class on Wednesday, March 19.

· Analysis 3 (275-300 words) must come from Chapters 7-9.  It is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before class on Friday, April 25.

· Three reviews will focus on The Rumble of a Distant Drum, Civil War Arkansas, and Redefining the Color Line.
· Review 1 (700-750 words) will address specific questions about The Rumble of a Distant Drum. Questions will be distributed and discussed in class. You will craft an essay that answers those questions. It is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before class on Wednesday, January 29.

· Review 2 (700-750 words) will analyze at least THREE chapters of Civil War Arkansas. Treat this essay as a professional review that might be published in a historical journal. Reviews of essay collections are notoriously difficult to write, so please focus on the three chapters that are most compelling to you. This review is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before class on Wednesday, February 26.

· Review 3 (700-750 words) will analyze Redefining the Color Line. Treat this essay as a professional review that might be published in a historical journal. Consider the author’s thesis, objectives, and sources. Assess the book’s structure, contributions to historical knowledge, and suggestions for further research. This review is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before class on Friday, April 18.

· Complete ONE of the following final projects
· A research paper (3,750-4,000 words including footnotes) will give students an opportunity to study a topic of their choosing more deeply and present this research to the class.  Students who are not pursuing a teaching certificate should choose this option, but anyone may write a research paper. This research paper is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before the last class on Monday, May 12.
· The Voices from Little Rock project (3,750-4,000 words including footnotes) will give future teachers, in particular, the opportunity to consider several memoirs, young adult literature books, oral histories, and films that describe the civil rights movement in Little Rock and the 1957 crisis at Central High School. This project requires students to compare and contrast the variety of accounts that exist, synthesize disparate stories, and propose best teaching practices for the civil rights movement in Arkansas. This paper is due as an e-mail attachment to btkey@ualr.edu before the last class on Monday, May 12.
A Note on Writing

Please understand that I have the highest expectations for your writing assignments.  Poor grammar, misspelled words, and the like will not be tolerated.  I will be glad to assist you in writing good papers, but I also urge you to utilize the University Writing Center. See http://ualr.edu/writingcenter/ for details.

Students with Disabilities

Your success in this class is important to me, and it is the policy and practice of the University of Arkansas at Little Rock to create inclusive learning environments consistent with federal and state law.  If you have a documented disability (or need to have a disability documented), and need an accommodation, please contact me privately as soon as possible, so that we can discuss with the Disability Resource Center (DRC) how to meet your specific needs and the requirements of the course.  The DRC offers resources and coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  Reasonable accommodations are established through an interactive process among you, your instructor(s), and the DRC.  Thus, if you have a disability, please contact me and/or the DRC, at 501-569-3143 (V/TTY) or 501-683-7629 (VP).  For more information, please visit the DRC website at http://ualr.edu/disability/.

Miscellaneous Rules That I Feel Compelled to Include Even Though You’re Adults
· Class will begin promptly at 12 p.m. Compulsive tardiness will not be tolerated.

· Mobile phones will not be permitted during class time.

· I will not accept late papers, so please carefully note due dates.
· Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Please consult with me if you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism, as excuses (including, and perhaps especially, ignorance) will not be accepted.  You may also wish to consult the university’s policies on academic integrity, available at http://ualr.edu/deanofstudents/index.php/home/academic-integrity/.

Contact Information

Please do not hesitate to share your questions, concerns, or comments about this course, the UALR Trojans, the Florida Gators, or the Drive-By Truckers’ new album. E-mail is probably the best way to contact me, but I am usually in my office on weekdays during regular business hours, with the exception of my teaching schedule (MWF, 10-10.50 and 12-12.50).  Feel free to drop in or arrange an appointment.

	E-mail:

Office:

Hours:
	btkey@ualr.edu
604N Stabler Hall

501.569.8782
MWF, 11am-12pm


Grading
	Participation

Book reviews
Reading tests
Reading quizzes

Document analyses
Final project
	15%

20%

20%

10%

15%

20%
	A
B

C

D

F
	92-100
83-91

74-82

65-73

0-64


Tentative Schedule of Class Meetings
	Date
	Reading Assignment
	Papers and Tests

	M, Jan. 13

W, Jan. 15

F, Jan. 17

M, Jan. 20

W, Jan. 22

F, Jan. 24

M, Jan. 27

W, Jan. 29

F, Jan. 31

M, Feb. 3

W, Feb. 5

F, Feb. 7

M, Feb. 10

W, Feb. 12

F, Feb. 14

M, Feb. 17

W, Feb. 19

F, Feb. 21

M, Feb. 24

W, Feb. 26

F, Feb. 28

M, Mar. 3

W, Mar. 5

F, Mar. 7

M, Mar. 10

W, Mar. 12

F, Mar. 14

M, Mar. 17

W, Mar. 19

F, Mar. 21

Mar. 24-28

M, Mar. 31

W, Apr. 2

F, Apr. 4

M, Apr. 7

W, Apr. 9

F, Apr. 11

M, Apr. 14

W, Apr. 16

F, Apr. 18

M, Apr. 21

W, Apr. 23

F, Apr. 25

M, Apr. 28

W, Apr. 30

F, May 2

M, May 5

M, May 12
	Syllabus
“The Central Theme of Southern History”

MLK DAY

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 1A-1B

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 1C

The Rumble of a Distant Drum

The Rumble of a Distant Drum
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 2A
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 2B
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 2C
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 2D

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 3A-3B

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 3C

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 3D

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 4A-B
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 4C-4D
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 4E-4F
Civil War Arkansas
Civil War Arkansas
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 5A
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 5B
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 5C-5D
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 5E

Who Killed John Clayton?
Who Killed John Clayton?
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 6A
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 6B
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 6C
William Faulkner’s “Barn Burning”
SPRING BREAK

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 7A, 7D

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 7B

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 7C

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 8A-8B
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 8C
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 8D-8E
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 9D

Redefining the Color Line
Redefining the Color Line
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 9A
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 9B

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 9C, 9E

A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 10A-10B
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 10C-10D
A Documentary History of Arkansas, Ch. 10E-10F
FINAL PROJECTS AT 10.30 a.m.
	Book review #1/Reading test #1
Document analysis #1
Book review #2

Reading test #2
Document analysis #2
Book review #3/Reading test #3
Document analysis #3



