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This course is a survey of multicultural literature for children and adolescents based on wide reading in the field.  It includes story-telling, mimetics, and exposure to a wide variety of genres.

Objectives
1. The student will (TSW) develop an appreciation and knowledge of literature for children and adolescents.
2. TSW identify developmental, literary, and visual aspects of a variety of genres for children and adolescents.
3. TSW will select and evaluate literature for children, developing a bibliography of children’s books.

4. TSW develop skills in reading aloud to an audience.

5. TSW develop an understanding of children’s literature involving minority, multicultural, and gender considerations.
6. The student will write critical analyses of literary works, continuing to develop their 

writing and critical thinking skills.
January 13
Course Introduction

January 15
Alphabets, Chapbooks, and Primers



“In Adam’s Fall,” Pages 9-10




“A Was an Archer,” Pages 12-18




“At Early Dawn,” Pages 19-20




“The Absolutely Abstemious Ass,” Pages 24-27




“The Shaker Abecedarius,” Pages 30-31




“Tom Thumb,” Pages 38-46




“Jack the Giant Killer,” Pages 47-50




“The History of Goody Two-Shoes,” Pages 51-57




From “Fun with Dick and Jane,” Pages 143-44

January 22
Be prepared to name your book for Book Share (have a couple of backups).
Fairy Tales and Animal Fables




“Hansel and Gretel,” Pages 210-14




“Little Red Riding Hood,” Pages 343-44




“Little Red Cap,” Pages 345-47




“Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf,” Pages 359-60




“Ruby,” Pages 369-80




“Wolf,” Pages 381-86




From “Fables of Aesop and Others,” Pages 394-96




From “The Ox of the Wonderful Horns” and Other African Tales,  
Pages 410-12
January 27
Classical Myths, Legends, and Judeo-Christian Stories



From “The Minotaur,” Pages 425-32




From “The Adventures of Odysseus and the Tale of Troy,” Pages 440-43




“Sir Gawain and the Green Knight,” Pages 474-84




From “The Pilgrim’s Progress,” Pages 516-27

January 29
Fantasy and Science Fiction




“The Capture of Father Time,” Pages 584-89




“The Last Super Bowl Game,” Pages 1013-24




“Of Mist, and Grass, and Sand,” Pages 1025-1038

February 3
Picture Books and Comics




“BAAA,” 1069-97



Pages C1-C32




Pages 1104-1115

February 5
Adventure Stories, School Stories, and Domestic Fiction




From “Winnie the Pooh,” Pages 1659-65




“Ramona and Her Father,” Pages 2212-47

February 10
Theme: Innocence and Experience




“Beauty and the Beast,” Pages 200-208




“The Happy Prince,” Pages 258-63




“The Stolen Body,” Pages 906-15

February 12
Theme: Nature




“The Nightingale,” Pages 215-21




“History of Robin Hood,” Pages 463-73



“Raggylug: The Story of a Cottontail Rabbit,” Pages 1645-58
Writing Workshop for First Paper: Why Animals?

February 17
Theme: Moms and Daughters




From “Jessica’s First Prayer,” Pages 533-39





Lullabies and Baby Songs, Pages 1133-38




“Psyche’s Art,” Pages 2170-84




“Edith’s Burglar,” Pages 2186-2195

February 19
Theme: Gender





“The Paper Bag Princess,” Pages 328-29




From “The Double Life of Pocahontas,” Pages 485-91




“John Henry,” Pages 492-96



“Davy Crockett,” Pages 498-501




“The New Mother,” Pages 568-82


First Essay Due: Why Animals?
February 24
Theme: Race and Ethnicity



“The Bleeding Man,” Pages 1039-50




“The Story of Phillis Wheatley,” Pages 1524-27



“The Story of Harriet Tubman,” Pages 1529-31




“My Name is Maria Isabel,” Pages 1988-2002




“The Hockey Sweater,” Pages 2287-89

February 26
Theme: Class



“The Hundred Dresses,” Pages 1907-19




“Lazy Lawrence,” Pages 2091-2111

March 3
Theme: Obedience and Resistance



“The Iron Giant: A Story in Five Nights,” Pages 302-17




“Out,” Pages 2401-19

March 5
Midterm Examination on Children’s Fiction

March 17
Tuck Everlasting
March 19
Tuck Everlasting

Writing Workshop for Second Paper: Gender / Multiculturalism
March 24
Tears of a Tiger

March 26
Tears of a Tiger



Second Essay Due: Gender / Multiculturalism
March 31
The Outsiders

April 2

The Outsiders
Writing Workshop for Third Paper: Learning Resistance 
April 7

To Kill a Mockingbird

April 9

To Kill a Mockingbird

April 14
To Kill a Mockingbird


Third Essay Due: Learning Resistance
April 16
The Chocolate War

April 21
The Chocolate War


Book Review Collection Due (25 index cards)
April 23
The Chocolate War

April 28
Speak

April 30
Speak
May 5

Final Exam: Adolescent Novels
4:00-6:00 PM




Required Texts
The Norton Anthology of Children’s Literature, Eds. Jack Zipes et al.  Norton: 

New York, 2005.

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt (any edition)

Tears of a Tiger by Sharon M. Draper (any edition)

The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton (any edition)

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (any edition)

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier (any edition)

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (any edition)

Grades
First Essay




10%

Second Essay




10%

Third Essay




10%

Regular Quizzes



15%

Book Share / Teaching

  
10%

Midterm Exam (Children’s Lit)

15%

Book Review Collection


15%

Final Examination (Adolescent Novels)
15%

A: 

92.5-100
A-:

89.5-92.4

B+: 

86.5-89.4

B:

82.5-86.4

B-:

79.5-82.4

C+: 

76.5-79.4

C:

69.5-76.4

D+: 

66.5-69.4
D: 

59.5-66.4

F: 
    
     0-59.4

Book Share
Each student is required to teach one lesson of between 15-30 minutes, during which the student reads a children’s book aloud in class, then teaches the book.  Alternately, the student may teach the lesson in a school library or child-care setting.  (If choosing this option, you need to videotape the lesson for your professor’s benefit and briefly discuss the experience with the rest of the class at our next meeting.)  Book shares will be scattered throughout the semester; each student will be able to choose the grade level s/he wishes to target.  By January 22, you need to have chosen a title (and a couple of backups) to ensure that we don’t use the same book more than once.

Book Review Collection

Each student will develop a book-review collection on 5 x 8 index cards.  Each student should complete 25 index cards.  At the top of the card, the student should write the title of the book and the author’s name.  Provide the length of the book (in pages) as well as the appropriate age level.  Then provide A) a brief summary of the book, B) some ideas about how the book should be taught and C) a personal opinion of the book.  (Minimum of 100 words per card.)  Each of the 25 books should be by a different author and the entire collection of books should cover a range of interests and issues.
University Attendance Policy
Regular and punctual attendance at class sessions and examinations is an obligation that all students are expected to fulfill.  Attendance is viewed as essential to effective participation in the instructional program.  All instructors will record attendance.

Faculty members specify attendance policies in their individual course syllabi.  A student may not be penalized for absences resulting from required participation in University activities such as, but not limited to, athletic competition, band and choir performances, field trips, and conferences.  Practice associated with University activities is not included.  Consideration of absences for illness, emergencies, and other non-sanctioned activities will be at the discretion of the course instructor.  

Any student missing more than three (3) hours of class instruction will be considered to be in academic difficulty.  Absences will be reported by faculty members to appropriate University officials. Absence from class does not constitute official withdrawal from the course.  Students who fail to attend the first class meeting without prior approval of the Vice President of Academic Affairs may be dropped from the course to make space available to other students.  

As a matter of courtesy, a student absent from any class should explain the absence to the faculty member teaching the course.  Faculty members and coaches in charge of activities which require students to be absent from class should notify the instructor prior to the absence.  Each student must assume personal responsibility for all information, discussion, and conceptual analysis that took place during the class.  Absence from class will not be accepted as an excuse for not knowing class material.  

ABSENCES

You may miss FOUR classes without penalty.  (Athletes—be sure that you know the athletic department’s policy on unexcused absences.)  Beginning with your fifth absence, regardless of your reason, I will deduct five points from your final average for each absence.

Tardiness

Tardiness is rude, an indication that you are unwilling to make the class a priority and plan ahead so that you can be on time.  If you are more than ten minutes late to class, I will deny you admittance to class and mark you absent. 
The Cumberland Creed

Academic honesty is essential to effective learning.  Therefore, we as seekers of knowledge hold these as our core values: personal integrity, individual worth, critical and independent thinking, discipline, community responsibility and accountability.

Be aware of Cumberland’s Academic Integrity Policy, which spells out consequences for major and minor violations of academic integrity.

PERILS OF PLAGIARISM

"Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s words or ideas as one’s own” (Cumberland University Catalog 2010-11, Page 104).  This, of course, applies to all work you do, including any draft that you submit to your teacher or present to your peers as your own.  Should you commit plagiarism, you will

· fail this course

· be reported for a major violation of academic integrity

· receive an FC (Failure due to cheating) as a grade for the course

· be on academic probation for a semester (indicated on transcript)

Likewise, if another student submits your work, in this class or any other class, you will fail this course.  I will also report such matters to the appropriate disciplinary body of the University.  

Students with a disability must register with the Director of Disability Services/Counseling Center to receive accommodations. An Academic Accommodation Form should be completed as soon as possible, preferably by the end of the second week of the course.  Documented evidence of the disability is required.  Students with documented disabilities should register with the Disability Services Office in Labry Hall 225 as early as possible in the semester.  You may call 615-547-1397 to schedule an appointment.  For additional information, please see: http://www.cumberland.edu/disability_services/.

If the professor is fifteen (15) minutes late for a class, the class is officially cancelled.  Students should return the next class period with the material and assignments due for the cancelled class as well as prepared for the additional material scheduled on the syllabus.

All cellular telephones, pagers, alarms, and all other audible communicating devices must be turned off and left off during all class and other instructional periods.  Any exception to this rule must be pre-cleared with the instructor.  You may use your laptop computer or iPad; however, as spelled out above, make sure that you are using the device for an approved instructional purpose.

Likewise, do not

· text or check your messages during class

· have ear buds in your ears during any class activity

· put your head down on your desk
Your attendance in any class is optional and a privilege.  Act as if you have come to class to learn.  Do not cheapen the academic atmosphere for either yourself or your fellow students.

In the event of extreme and/or adverse weather conditions, Cumberland University may be closed.  Major television outlets (Nashville stations 2, 4, 5, and 17) as well as radio stations in the area will be notified prior to 6:00 A.M. whenever possible.  In addition, the automated switchboard announcement will reflect the decision that the University is closed.  Faculty, staff, and students are expected to exercise personal discretion regarding their safety whether the University is open or closed.  When in doubt, check the University switchboard automated announcement prior to traveling.  If the University closes after the school day has begun, an announcement will be made to the faculty and staff through the voice and e-mail systems.  Faculty and staff will then inform the students of the decision to close the University.  Subscribe to CUAlerts.  

The professor reserves the right to make changes in this syllabus with notification of the students.

