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Education Department Mission Statement
The Education Department of Concordia College, New York, cultivates a Christ-centered, value-oriented environment in which teacher education candidates are prepared for lives of service by means of a program which is firmly grounded in the liberal arts, pedagogical training, and field experience.  Candidates are equipped with the knowledge, skills, and values necessary to make them professional educators who function as life-long scholars, competent problem-solvers, and servant-leaders.
I.
Course:

EDU 325:  Methods and Materials for Teaching Science and Social Studies (3 Credit Hours) 
 

Tuesday/Thursday, 9:00-10:15 AM, Classroom BSH G2

Fall 2012
II.
Instructor: 

Office Hours: Mondays 2:10-3:00, Tuesdays 5:00-5:50, Wednesdays 1:10-2:00, Thursdays 12:45-2:00 
III.
Course Description:

Education 325 is a methods course for students learning how to teach the subjects of Science and Social Studies.  
Emphasis will be given to the basic curriculum with emphasis on planning, organization, teaching methods, 
approaches, and assessments.  General education principles will be approached jointly, but each curriculum area 
will be addressed individually.  5 hours of fieldwork required     
IV.
Student Learning Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, the students will be able to:

A.  structure Science and Social Studies lessons in their level of certification as measured by fieldwork hours and 

      lesson plan presentations.  

B.  become knowledgeable in the literacy of Science and Social Studies, including New York State, as measured  
                   by presentations and classroom discussions 

C.  incorporate effective and constant planning as a necessary tool for good teaching as measured by fieldwork 

                  and lesson plan presentations. 

D.  differentiate instruction to meet all children’s learning needs as measured by fieldwork and lesson plan 
      
      presentations.

E.  incorporate themes from the Common Core Standards  to create meaningful lessons as measured by 
          
     
     fieldwork, lesson plan presentations, and the “stuff box” project.  

F.  identify various processes of Science and Social Studies and incorporate them effectively into lesson plans as 
measured by fieldwork, lesson plan presentations, and current events.    

G.  apply inquiry as a method of scientific discovery as measured by teaching Science experiments. 
H.  evaluate Science as an interdisciplinary subject with technology and society as measured by fieldwork and 
      lesson plan presentations.  

I.  understand that the Social Studies focus is centered on the ability of a child to understand, interpret, and live in 
  
     our word as an active citizen as measured by current events and classroom discussions.   

J.  develop a critical understanding of history, geography, economics, political and social institutions and their 
    
    relationship to traditions, values, and cultures of our society as measured by current events, “stuff box” project, 
    
    and lesson plan presentations. 
V.
Course Description:

Tentative Schedule (subject to change) 
	Week 
	Topic
	Assignments 

	8/28
	Course Overview                        
Review Syllabus & Assignments 
	

	8/30
	Common Core Standards         
*Decide on Groups & Expo Topic
	Research Topic for S.S. Lesson

	9/4
	Managing Instruction 
	Chapter 10                                               
CE 1,2                 

	9/6
	Inquiry and Problem Solving
	Chapter 9                                                  
CE 3,4

	9/11
	Inquiry and Problem Solving    
*Work on Social Studies Lesson 
	Chapter 9                                                   
CE 5,6

	9/13
	Collaborative and Cooperative Learning
	Chapter 8                                                  
CE 7,8

	9/18
	Collaborative and Cooperative Learning                                     
*Work on Social Studies Lesson 
	Chapter 8                                                 
CE 9,10

	9/20
	Connecting Learning to the Real World 
	Chapter 3                                                     
CE 11,12                          

	9/25
	Teaching History: NY State  
	Chapter 4                                                  
CE 13,14

	9/27
	Teaching Geography: NY State 
	Chapter 5                                                   
CE 15,16

	10/2
	Teaching Politics 
	Chapter 6                                                      
CE 17,18

	10/4
	The Constructivist Approach   
*Work on Social Studies Lesson 
	Chapter 7                                                 
CE 19,20                           

	10/9
	*Work on Social Studies Lesson 
	Work on S.S. Lesson

	10/11
	Teaching Science            
*Experiment Choices
	Chapters 1 & 2                                     
* All Social Studies Lessons DUE with Display Boards 

	10/16
	Technology
Matter
	Chapters 3 & 4                                                 
Exper. 1, 2

	10/18
	Heat Energy 
Magnetism
	Chapters 5 & 6                                           
Exper. 3, 4

	10/23
	Static & Current Electricity
	Chapter 7                                                 
Exper. 5,6

	10/25
	Sound
	Chapter 8                                                 
Exper. 7,8

	10/30
	Light, Lenses, and Color
	Chapter 9 
Exper. 9,10                                                     

	11/1
	Simple Machines
Energy, Environment, & Pollution
	Chapters 10 & 17                                  
Exper. 11,12

	11/6
	Air, Air Pressure, & Flight        
Weather & Climate
	Chapters 11 & 12
Exper. 13,14

	11/8
	Space: Sun, Moon, & Stars
	Chapters 13 & 14
Exper. 15,16
All Science Lessons DUE 

	11/13
	Earth (Geology)
Oceans
	Chapters 15 & 16
Exper. 17,18

	11/15
	Plant, Fungi, & Animal Kingdoms
	Chapters 18 & 19
Exper. 19

	11/20
	Nutrition, Health, & Fitness
	Chapters 20 & 21
Exper. 20

	11/22
	NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Break 
	Work on “Stuff Box”

	11/27
	“Stuff Box” Presentations 
	All “Stuff Box” projects DUE 

	11/29
	“Stuff Box” Presentations 
	

	12/4
	Possible EXPO
	

	12/6
	Possible EXPO
	

	12/11
	Individual Appointments 
	


VI.
Methods of Instruction:

In order to meet the course objectives, the instructor will emphasize an interactive and constructivist approach.  
Classroom discussions will be encouraged with the instructor as well as between students.  A majority of 
classroom discussions will be based on reading assignments.  As a result, the completion of these assignments by 
the student is necessary.  This is a course for prospective teachers and thus, the following additional instructional 
methods will be presented: hands-on activities, small group work, and writing assignments based on classroom 
curricula and current issues in education.  The instructor will share appropriate models of instruction and 
principals of learning; explore the role of the educator as a facilitator, manager, and resource person; and define 
methods of assessment.

ACEI Standards

2.2 Science-Candidates know, understand, and use fundamental concepts of physical, life, and earth/space 
sciences.  Candidates can design and implement age-appropriate inquiry lessons to teach science, to build student 
understanding for personal and social applications, and to convey the nature of science.

2.4 Social Studies-Candidates know, understand, and use the major concepts and modes of inquiry from the 
social studies-the integrated study of history, geography, the social sciences, and other related areas-to promote 
elementary students’ abilities to make informed decisions as citizens of a culturally diverse democratic society 
and interdependent world.  

NAEYC Standards

Standard 4. Teaching and Learning

Candidates integrate their understanding of and relationships with children and families; their understanding of 
developmentally effective approaches to teaching and learning; and their knowledge of academic disciplines to 
design, implement, and evaluate experiences that promote positive development and learning for all children. 


Sub-Standard 4a. Connecting with children and families


Candidates know, understand, and use positive relationships and supportive interactions as the 



foundation for their work with young children


Sub-Standard 4b. Using developmentally effective approaches 


Candidates know, understand, and use a wide array of effective approaches, strategies, and tools to 


positively influence children’s development and learning 


Sub-Standard 4c. Understanding content knowledge in early education 


Candidates understand the importance of each content area in young children’s learning.  They know the 


essential concepts, inquiry tools, and structure of content areas including academic subjects and can 


identify resources to deepen their understanding.  


Sub-Standard 4d. Building meaningful curriculum


Candidates use their own knowledge and other resources to design, implement, and evaluate meaningful, 


challenging curriculum that promotes comprehensive developmental and learning outcomes for all young 

children.   
VII.
Policies and Procedures:

Attendance Policy

Regular and prompt class attendance is expected. If the teacher candidate must miss a class, the professor 
must be 
notified prior to the class session that is missed.  More than two absences will lower the course grade.  Being 
tardy twice equals one absence.  A score of zero will be recorded for missed assignments.  At the discretion of the 
professor, late assignments may receive a grade of no higher than “C,” 72%.  In order to receive full credit, it is 
expected that you read all required reading assignments, actively participate in class discussions, and attend 
all classes.  You must participate in the Social 
Studies Expo, which will count as your five required 
fieldwork hours.  

Classroom Policies

A.  Professional dress and language is expected.

B.  Punctuality in attendance and submission of work is essential to classroom success.
C.  Absence from any class will not be accepted as an excuse for a late assignment 
D.  Interruptions to the learning process are unacceptable.
E.  No cell phones are to be used in class.  They are to be turned off and put away.  
F.  Work must be original, unless otherwise cited, proofread for spelling and grammar, and must exhibit the proper  
      headings.
G.  Assignments will be collected at the beginning of class.  Turning assignments in anytime after collection will be   
     considered late.
H.  Concordia e-mail will be used for posting assignments and all communication.    

Library Usage 

Teacher candidates are expected to make full use of the resources in the curriculum library and 
must make 
arrangements for them to be accessed in a timely fashion using the call system of the library. The teacher 
candidate must ensure his/her own capability of accessing on-line resources and services. Selected resources are 
placed on reserve for candidates to use.

Written Assignments 

All assignments must be word-processed using 12 pt. Arial or Times New Roman font, double-spaced, with one 
inch margins. 

Academic Integrity

All students are expected to comply with Concordia College’s Academic Integrity Policy.  Students are 
expected to be familiar with the rules regarding academic honesty in writing assignments, as stated in The 
Writer’s Guide, published by Concordia College. Violations of the college’s policy are very serious, and 
documentation will be forwarded to the Dean of Students’ office where records are kept until a teacher candidate 
graduates or withdraws from the college. Violation of the policy may result in a failing grade for this course. 
Examples of conduct which have been regarded as being in violation of the policy include, but are not limited to 
the following:

A.  Plagiarism (See student guide and Concordia’s writer’s guide for definition)

B.  Allowing someone else to represent your work as his/her own

C.  Copying from another’s quiz or examination; or copying your own previous work

D.  Stealing an examination or key from the instructor

 Accommodations for Students with Documented Disabilities

Concordia College complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008. Students with disabilities who need 
special accommodations must submit documentation of the disability to the Concordia Connection Program in 
order for reasonable accommodations to be granted. Students are encouraged to notify their instructors and the 
Connection Program as soon as they determine accommodations are necessary; however, documentation will be 
reviewed upon receipt at any point in the semester. The Connection Program will partner with students to 
determine the appropriate accommodations and, in cooperation with the instructor, will work to provide all 
students with a fair opportunity to perform in the particular class. Specific details of the disability will remain 
confidential between the student and the Connection Program, unless the student 
chooses to disclose or there is 
legitimate academic need for disclosure on a case-by-case basis.

Requirements

Lessons Plans: Social Studies-Thursday, October 11, 2012; Science-Thursday, November 8, 2012 
You will design two lesson plans using the Hunter model; one in Science and one in Social Studies.  Both lesson plans must incorporate some form of technology and be for students within your certification area.  You are responsible for all materials and handouts.  
Your Hunter model Science lesson must be based on the experiment/demonstration that you present in class (5 points).  In this lesson, you must include differentiation (excluding heterogeneous grouping, 1 point).  The Science experiment/demonstration and lesson must be done individually (7 points).  A reflection paper must follow your Science lesson (2 points).  This lesson plan will be placed in your permanent fold in the Teacher Education Program Office.      
Your group Social Studies lesson plan will be presented to the students at The Chapel School.  Once the Hunter Lesson Plan (6 points) has been approved by the instructor, a display board must be created.  A display board will be provided to your group.  You are expected to make it creative, bright, kid-friendly, informative, accurate, and grammatically correct (7 points).  A reflection must also be written after receiving the evaluation from the professor (2 points).  This lesson plan will be placed in your permanent fold in the Teacher Education Program Office.    

Current Events: Throughout semester 
Teachers must be able to lead discussions in such a way as to peak student interest and encourage participation.  To practice this, you will be expected to provide a “current event/social issue” topic and present it during class.  The article should be based on the ideal grade in which you would like to teach.  It is your job to find a children’s website and search for an article.  During class, you must use technology to present how you found this particular website/article on the internet (2 points).  The goal of this current event article discussion is to initiate conversation between students in a safe, nurturing environment.  It is important to keep your own personal opinions/beliefs to yourself so that students develop their opinions about the topic on their own.  Keep in mind the expression, “Agree to disagree!”  Your discussion should take about ten minutes (3 points).  A two page written description must also be written and handed in on the day of the presentation.  This paper must include points and counterpoints based on current event or issue in which you are discussing.  It must also include questions that you will ask to spark an interest in the topic and really get their brains thinking (5 points)!  A copy of the actual newspaper or magazine article must be included with your paper.    

“Stuff Box”: Tuesday, November 27, 2012 
All teachers collect stuff for future use in a unit.  It is not unusual for teachers to be shopping for themselves and see something that they might use in the classroom at some point.  The items are bought and put in box for future use.  This can be considered a “stuff box.”  Teachers are usually very organized, so boxes are labeled according to the unit/subject to be taught, such as Endangered Species, Neighborhoods, Space, the New England States, Community Neighbors, the Colonial Era, World War II, Wants and Needs, Weather, a Classroom Bank, New York State Geography.  Please remember that you are responsible for purchasing all items for this assignment.    
Your assignment is to collect items for a “stuff box” for one unit you could conceivably use in your classroom for either Social Studies or Science.  Items for the “stuff box” may include stickers, bulletin board borders, trade books (in real life, you would probably just have a list of such books in the box, unless the book was yours to begin with), stamps, music, pictures, posters, primary documents, models, experiments, technology ideas and websites, etc.  The list goes on and on.  You are limited only by your imagination and creativity.  

1.  Include ideas for incorporating Science/Social Studies, Language Arts, Math, and other disciplines into the 
 
     unit (2 points).
2.  Provide a detailed, minimum of 2-3 pages written description of what you have included in the “stuff box” (2   
     points). 

3.  Describe how you would put the unit together (2 points).

4.  Describe the significance of the unit (2 points).

5.  Tie the unit to Common Core Standards by stating which standards the unit meets (1 point).   

6.  State the grade level(s) at which the unit is aimed.

7.  Provide an annotated bibliography of the books included the ‘stuff box (1 point).”  
Quizzes
There will be quizzes given out throughout the semester.  Every few topics, a quiz will be administered in class.  There will be a total of 7 quizzes and your lowest quiz grade will be dropped (5 points each).  
VIII.
Grading and Evaluation:

Attendance/Participation




-
10 points

1 Science Lesson Plan with Reflection



-
10 points

Presentation of Experiment




-
  5 points

1 Social Studies Lesson with Display Board & Reflection
-
15 points

Current Events Presentation and Paper



-
10 points

“Stuff Box”






-
10 points 

Fieldwork Hours





-
10 points

Social Studies Quizzes 





-
15 points
Science Quizzes
 




-
15 points 
















Total 







-
100 points 

Final grades will be calculated as follows:

A
91-100 points

B+
86-90 points

B
81-85 points

C+
76-80 points

C
71-75 points

D
66-70 points 

F
65 points or below 
IX.
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Duschl, R. A., Schweingruber, H.A., & Shouse, A.W. (2007).  Taking Science to School: Learning and 



Teaching Science in Grades K-8. National Academic Press.

Grube, E.C., et al. (2006).  Concordia Curriculum Guide: Social Studies. Concordia Publishing House.  

Kottler, E. (2008). Secrets to Success for Social Studies Teachers. Corwin Press. 

Turner, T.N. (2004). Essentials of Elementary Social Studies (3rd Ed.). Allyn & Bacon.

(These items can be found in the Scheele Memorial Library.) 
X.
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Grade Summary
Attendance/Participation




-
10 points

1 Science Lesson Plan with Reflection



-
10 points

Presentation of Experiment




-
  5 points

1 Social Studies Lesson with Display Board & Reflection
-
15 points

Current Events Presentation and Paper



-
10 points

“Stuff Box”






-
10 points 

Fieldwork Hours





-
10 points

Social Studies Quizzes


 


-
15 points 

Science Quizzes





-
15 points 
















Total 







-
100 points 
Total points/grade







___/100
Dates Absent/Tardy
Final grades will be calculated as follows: 
A
91-100 points

B+
86-90 points

B
81-85 points

C+
76-80 points

C
71-75 points

D
66-70 points 

F
65 points or below 
Please list any experience in schools as well as any concerns and/or special needs on the other side of this page.
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